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Lincoln Park Advisory Council

Meeting Minutes

March 12, 2008
Presentation by Sean Schmidt and David Myers from CPD Concessions:
        Park Concessions Management (PCM is a joint venture with US Equity Management and Levy Restaurants) is in the second year of a five-year contract.
        PCM manages program and collects revenue. Goal is to increase revenue and type of concessions.
        Waveland Clock Tower Vendor – many did not see last year, but PCM said they were a small presence. This year will have a liquor license and sell breakfast menu for golfers. The menu will be mixed, but more fast-food style. David will share the menu with LPAC
        Osterman Beach – to a question about a more permanent concessions structure there,  David said no, will be the same vendor for a one-year contract.
        Majority of concession contracts are seasonal from May to October. Vendors applied December 14, 2007. Notice of availability goes out to the public and previous vendors.
        Members asked if vendors could customize offerings to their park. David shared that some vendors will have ethnic food offerings this year. Also shared there were lots of new applications too.
        Vienna Beef is one of the concession sponsors; so all vendors selling hotdogs must sell their products.
        South Field – nothing new planned in terms of building or concessions. 
        Diversey Driving Range – Members asked if vendor would put in new grass. There was a community meeting with Alderman Tunney a year ago where it was agreed artificial turf would be installed but no one sure of timeline. Concerns that this vendor repeatedly drives on park land and parks at the site – a recurring problem at both the concession facility and range. David said to call his number to report: 312-456-7079.
        North Pond Café – Member noted that vehicle was parked here on 3/11/08 @ 6:20 p.m. and that this was not an isolated incident.
        Bait Shop at Montrose – Members asked if it would be a different vendor this year. Vendor has been there many years and seems to appropriate both land and parking (e.g. erecting a fence). Lots of complaints reported but nothing seems to have been done.
        Members asked if there were any open contracts and if  LPAC could receive a comprehensive list of concessionaires and terms. David explained they were in the process of matching last three vendors and could provide this list when complete Members also asked if PCM would have regular meetings. David said he could come back to give LPAC updates anytime June through September. Jill said she would determine best date later.
 
Meeting
President Jill Niland at 7:20 p.m. called the meeting to order at the Notebaert Nature Museum. Randi Decker seconded by Grace Chun moved to adopt the agenda. Motion carried. Minutes were approved. 
 
Park District Staff Presentations
John Davidson of Margate Park and Cindi Jahraus of Lincoln Park Cultural Center:
        Both park supervisors gave updates on programs including teens, sports achievements, and upcoming Easter programs. 
        Annie will be performed at LPC Center in June
        Summer camp registration occurs next month with 4/21/08 deadline online, and 4/26/08 at the parks. 
 
Dana Zilinski: 
        Park comfort stations are heated and open.
        Dana is on the CPD Fitness Committee so planning stretching as part of camp curricula.
        Lakefront Path construction – lights are on back order but should be in by May 1.
Questions for Dana:
        Dana clarified that permitting is on a first come first served basis not a lottery system as proposed. At Lincoln Park there are set dates for applications. Applicants can ask for a specific times and days. LPAC gets a listing of permits for the upcoming week which goes to Jill as LPAC President. 
 
Park Liaison Report
Randi Doeker outlined the following items:
        CPD approved payment for South Pond Restoration. $3.4m from donors with total need of $6m. CPD contributed $2.5m. Work will start in the fall and finish in 2009. 
        Carol Marin attended meeting to cover an asbestos story. Five years ago state hydrologist tested along lakefront to establish a benchmark about presence of asbestos; there are questions about asbestos levels in air and sand.
        Chicago Children’s Museum (CCM) is going to the City Planning Commission.
        Committee to Keep Lincoln Park Public brought 50 people to meeting to speak against Latin Field contract.  Gery Chico was receptive to discussing issue with the group. Last speaker at the meeting, a Latin School Trustee, thought public process on Latin Field had been transparent.
        Question rose about funding source for Chicago Public Library free passes, and also where does the money go.
 
Presidents Report
        Jill said she will edit information on the sewer and signage fixes and post on the website and list serve. 
        Jill is working to have presentations by Natural Area Stewards at the next meeting
 
Treasurers Report
        No dues accepted, but $260 of expenses paid last month. Check reversed to state (Annual filing fee of $15). Randi and Jill said our income was below trigger level for payment.. Randi accepted report and Grace seconded.
 
Old Business
         Tom Tresser from The Committee to Keep Lincoln Park Public (CKLPP) said it is not clear that LPAC has a position against the Latin Soccer Field. Difficult to determine the LPAC position from the website and minutes. Asked if LPAC agrees with the newsletter from Vi Daley’s office. Jill explained the

process that occurred and that LPAC was in support of an artificial turf field since grass was not working in the location.
        Peter Zelchenko from CKLPP said their group is looking to stop construction and wants support from LPAC. Asked whether LPAC should have had an emergency meeting in this process. 
        Tom Tresser proposed a motion to ask LPAC to take position to oppose Latin School Soccer Field. Said that LPAC should reaffirm position publicly. Asked what happened between Sept/Oct and the contract.
        Jill shared LPAC position and that LPAC had thought Friends of the Park might get involved. 
        Herb Kaplan has read the contract and said sponsorship is included – e.g. ads. Tom said the deal with Latin is an “exclusive privatization deal”. Also predicted that Chicago Social Club would take the evening hours. 
        Tom Tresser proposed motion - LPAC will support CKLPP in their effort opposing construction of Latin School Soccer Field. Peter Zelchenko – amendment (calling halt to construction immediately until full public review). CKLPP calls for an immediate halt to construction until a full public review is conducted. Jill moved – Randi seconded with amendment. Chuck Eastwood abstained from the vote.
        Randi asked CKLPP what is compromise is acceptable to them when they go to their meeting with Gary Chico. Peter wants to keep the land as a meadow, move soccer fields and not parcel off land. Recommends bringing soccer groups, CHA and park groups together.  Tom shared that people they met while petitioning are very angry and want a place to direct their anger. Peter wants to get a referendum on the table and moved that LPAC delegate an individual as an official liaison to all meetings. Jill said that that someone in LPAC could be involved but would need to share with other members first. Randi said that referendum may have more impact than a lawsuit.
        Peter understands LPAC positions but sees space being used in Lincoln Park. He wants LPAC to take a stronger position with all groups in the same room. Wants LPAC to be more active, but understands LPAC needs to be diplomatic. 
        Tom Tresser feels CPD should present evidence about usage. He demands transparency and public discussion.
        Randi asked if CKLPP has considered consulting with a planner and Peter shared he has ideas for resources.
        Tom expressed that other less resourced parts of the city are feeling abused and that there is systemic abuse of the process. Peter expressed he will gladly help LPAC with the issue of the Olympics if LPAC wants to take a stronger position. 
        LPAC member said it would be good for CKLPP to understand more about LPAC and how it was formed etc. Jill thought it would be good to have a presentation at a future meeting.
 
New Business
 
        Nominating Committee Progress Report – Betsy Altman, Becky Rossof and Mary Gray are seeking candidates.
        Grace mentioned that Chicago History Museum will have an exhibit about Lincoln Park in July 2009.
 
Randi Doeker, seconded by Grace Chun, motioned to adjourn at 9:20 p.m. Motion carried.
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Michele Boglio, Board member
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